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a mounting strap secured to a rear cover of said base/ind capable of 
connecting said base to a junction box in the electrical wiring sysrem: 

a removable electrical device having a plurality/f power contacts 
extending from a rear cover and capable of releasably conne/ting to said plurality of first 
terminal members, such that one of the said plurality of contacts releasably connects to 
one of said plurality of said first terminal members; an 

a circuit interrupting portion for breaking a conductive path to a first 
power contact of the plurality of power contacts. 
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37. (New) The modular electrical /omponent according to claim 36, wherein 
said mounting strap has at least one ground^erminal connection that extends into said 
base unit; and 

wherein said removable Electrical device has at least one ground contact 
extending from said rear cover, said a/least one ground contact is capable of being 
releasably connected to said at leastpne ground terminal connection. 
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38. (Ne^) 



^) The modular electrical component according to claim 36, wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a receptacle. 



39. (New) 1\he modular electrical component according to claim 36, wherein 
said removable electrical qevice comprises a switch. 
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40. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 36, wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a circuit interrupting device. 

41 . (New) The m/dular electrical component according to claim 36. wherein 
said base unit is configure^ to fit within a single gang junction box in the electrical wiring 
system. 

42. (N/w) The modular electrical component according to claim 36, wherein 
said base unit configured to fit within a multiple gang junction box in the electrical 
wiring syste 



m 
m 
o 



43. (New) A modular electrical conroonent, comprising: 

a removable electrical device tfaving a plurality of power contacts 
extending from a rear cover of said removAle electrical device; 

a base unit configured loftiX within a junction box of an electrical wiring 
system, said base unit having a plurality of terminal connections, wherein each terminal 
connection is connectable to at least one conductor in the electrical wiring system and to 
at least one of said power contac/s; 

a mounting strap secured to a rear cover of said base unit and capable of 
connecting said base unit tajfthe junction box in the electrical wiring system; and 

a circuit interrupting portion for breaking a conductive path to a first 
power contact of the plurality of power contacts. 
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44. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 43, wherein 
said mounting strap has at least one ground termini connection that extends into said 
base unit; and 

wherein said removable elecfifical device has at least one ground contact 
extending from said rear cover, said at least one ground contact is capable of being 
releasably connected to said at least o/e ground terminal connection. 
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45. \ (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 43. wherein 



said removable electrical device comprises a receptacle. 

46. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 43, wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a switch. 

47. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 43. wherein 
said removable electmcal device comprises a circuit interrupting device. 

48. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 43, wherein 
each of said terminal connections comprises: 

a first terminal member connectable to one of said plurality of contacts 
extending from said rear of^aid removable electrical device; and 

a second terminal member connectable to at least one conductor in the 
electrical wiring system. 



4 



0267-001-1436 



t? 



Q 



49. (New) A modular electrical component, comprising: 

a removable electrical device hayfng a plurality of power contacts 
extending from a rear cover of said removab^electrical device; 

connecting means configurea to fit within a junction box of an electrical 
wiring system for connecting said plura/ty of power contacts to at least one conductor in 
the electrical wiring system; 

mounting means associated with said connecting means for mounting said 
connecting means to the junctio/box in the electrical wiring system; and 

a circuit interrupting portion for breaking a conductive path to a first 



Jp power contact of the plurality of power contacts. 
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M= Vh "^^^(ly" ^ ^\ ^ eW ^ ^ e moc * u ' ar e l ect " ca l component according to claim 49, wherein 
M= said removable electrical device has at least one ground contact extending from said rear 



fii cover; and 

wherein said mounting means includes means for connecting said at least 

M, \ 

one ground contact to a ground of said electrical wiring system. 



5 1 . (Ne\v^) The modular electrical component according to claim 49 5 wherein 
said removable electrical device comprises a receptacle. 
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52. (New) The modular electrical component according to claim 49, wherein 
said removable electricalWvice comprises a switch. 
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53. (New) Thd modular electrical component according to claim 49, wherein 
said removable electrical c ?vice comprises a circuit interrupting device. 



54. (New) The nodular electrical component according to claim 53, wherein 
said circuit interrupting de> ice comprises: 

a housing; 

means associated with said plurality of power contacts for conducting 
electricity between a line side and a load side of said circuit interrupting device; 

circuit interrupting means for breaking continuity between said line side 
and said load side of said circ iit interrupting device upon the occurrence of a 
predetermined condition; and 

reset means for reestablishing electrical continuity between said line side 
and said load side of said circi it interrupting device. 

55. (New) The moc ular electrical component according to claim 49, wherein 
said connecting means compris ;s: 

a plurality of terminal connections, each terminal connection having: 
a first ten linal member connectable to one of said plurality of 

contacts extending from said real of said removable electrical device; and 

a second terminal member connectable to at least one conductor in 

the electrical wiring system. 



